Influence of neonatal endotoxin treatment and hormonal imprinting on thyrotropin-induced thyroxin (T4) production of adult rats.
A single subtoxic dose of endotoxin given to newborn rats by the intraperitoneal route decreased the T4 level in adulthood. TSH administration 24 hours after the endotoxin treatment failed to abolish this effect but, in this case, the response to TSH provocation in adulthood exceeded even the control value.